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entirely successful. Egypt was curtly informed that
the State Railways would issue no tickets for stations
within the Zone, unless intending travellers produced
permits authorizing them to proceed to that area.
Unfortunately it was forgotten by authority that
an alternative route existed through Damietta and
across the Lake Manzala to Port Said, and the public
took advantage of the oversight. Applicants for
permits had some excuse for practising this deceit
upon the issuing authority. The Egyptian Govern-
ment had undertaken this duty. But their office hours
were so short, public holidays, when no business at all
was transacted, so frequent, and the routine inquiries
to establish the identity of applicants so elaborate and
protracted, that it was no easy matter to obtain
permits. The bulk of the travelling public in conse-
quence made use of the longer alternative route as
a matter of course.

The stratagem defeated the military intention, and
General Head-quarters blamed the Civil Adminis-
tration for the miscarriage of the scheme. But the
reproach was not altogether justified : for the second
had not been invited to devise a scheme, but merely
asked to carry out definite instructions. Unreasonably
vexed with the failure, the General Staff of the
Expeditionary Force, declining further partnership
with the Civil Administration, appointed, in the three
towns of the Canal Zone and in the important
centres of Egypt, their own permit officers. The
duties of the latter, and the obligations of travellers,
were defined in a proclamation published on the
18th May 1916. Under that document entry into
the Canal Zone was rigorously restricted. The
inconveniences which the Egyptian had suffered at
the hands of the previous issuing authority were
insignificant compared with the- obstacles strewn in
his path by the new. No distinction was drawn